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• Bureau of Labor Statistics: The Beginning

• The Monthly Labor Review

• 1915-1930: Wages, Women, and War

• 1930-1980: Depression, New Deal, and Civil Rights

• 1980-2022: Inflation, Recession, and Compensation

• Changes Through the Decades

• Monthly Labor Review Contributors

• The Monthly Labor Review on FRASER
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Bureau of Labor Statistics:
The Beginning
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“The bureau is conducted, of course, as a scientific 
office, not as a bureau of agitation or propaganda, 
but I always take the opportunity to make such 
recommendations and draw such conclusions from 
our investigations as the facts warrant.”

-Carroll D. Wright, Report of the Committee of the Senate 
Upon the Relations Between Capital and Labor, Volume III 
(1883)
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“…collect information upon the 

subject of labor, its relation to 

capital, the hours of labor and the 

earnings of laboring men and 

women, and the means of 

promoting their material, social, 

intellectual, and moral prosperity…”

-An Act to Establish a Bureau of Labor, 1884
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The Monthly Labor Review
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“…to publish the results of original 
investigations too brief for bulletin purposes, 
notices of labor legislation by the States or by 
Congress, and Federal court decisions affecting 
labor, which from their importance should be 
given attention before they could ordinarily 
appear in the bulletins devoted to these 
subjects.”
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The Printing Budget:

• Shared with Women’s Bureau 
and Children’s Bureau

• Children’s Bureau pamphlets 
short, easy to reproduce, and 
frequently requested

• BLS already had a regular 
publication: Bulletins of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics
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“When a publication of the U.S. government takes 
a stand for or against the League of Nations or for 
or against the open shop, or for or against any 
other open, or debatable question, I contend that 
such statements are editorial and not a proper 
function of the government.”

-Congressman William Stevenson of 
South Carolina, 67th Congress, 2nd

Session, Congressional Record (7 
December 1921), vol. 62, pt. 1, 118.
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“If they continue to publish a 
magazine, especially a magazine that 
reviews books and prints 
commendations of Soviet literature 
and all that sort of thing, so far as I am 
concerned, and I think I speak for the 
Printing Committee of the House, we 
do not propose that it shall be further 
published at the expense of the voters 
of the U.S.”

-Congressman William Stevenson, 

Congressional Record, 67th Congress, 2nd

Session, 7 December 1921, Vol 62, Pt. 1, 119
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1915-1930:
Wages, Women, 

and War
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Federal Employment Work of the Department of Labor, Monthly Labor Review, 
July 1915

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-1915-604818/federal-employment-work-department-labor-587365
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Conciliation Work of the Department of Labor, Monthly Labor Review, July 1915

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-1915-604818/conciliation-work-department-labor-587364
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Anthrax as an Occupational Disease, Monthly Labor Review, July 1916

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-1916-604832/anthrax-occupational-disease-587586


NONCONFIDENTIAL // EXTERNAL

Provision for Disabled Soldiers, Monthly Labor Review, October 1917

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/604849?start_page=45
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Child Labor and the War, Monthly Labor Review, February 1920

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1920-608028/child-labor-war-596185
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Minimum Wage for Women in Retail Stores in Massachusetts, Monthly Labor 
Review, November 1915

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/november-1915-604822/minimum-wage-women-retail-stores-massachusetts-587423
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1930-1980:
Depression, New 

Deal, and Civil Rights
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Drought Refugee and Labor Migration to California, June-December 1935, 
Monthly Labor Review, February 1936

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1936-608267/drought-refugee-labor-migration-california-june-december-1935-611256
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Wartime Wages, Income, and Manpower in Farming, Monthly Labor Review, 
January 1944

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/january-1944-608524/wartime-wages-income-manpower-farming-617782
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Developments in Industrial Relations, Monthly 
Labor Review, April 1951

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/april-1951-610310/developments-industrial-relations-622842
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March 1968, Vol. 91, No. 3, Monthly Labor Review, March 1968

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/march-1968-611017
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WPA Unemployment Estimates, Monthly Labor Review, October 1941

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/october-1941-608492/wpa-unemployment-estimates-615964
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1980-2022:
Employment, Benefits, 

and Occupation
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Job Growth in the 1990s: A Retrospect, Monthly Labor Review, December 2000

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/610807?start_page=5
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Compensation Inequality: Evidence From the National Compensation Survey, Monthly Labor Review, July 2015

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-2015-598337/compensation-inequality-574002
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Changes Through the Decades

“[The Monthly Labor Review] changed from a staid, sober, reliable journal to an 
innovative, exciting, sober, reliable journal.”

-Lawrence Klein, Editor in Chief, 1946-1968

Recollections of a Former Editor, Monthly Labor Review, June 1990

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/june-1990-611044/recollections-a-former-editor-627074
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The Development and Growth of Employer-Provided Health Insurance, 
Monthly Labor Review, March 1994

• Brief for Health Insurance, October 1916
• Health Insurance in Resolutions of American 

Public Health Association, February 1920
• Care of the Sick Under the German Salaried 

Employees’ Insurance System, 1913 to 1925, 
August 1926

• Amount of Life Insurance in the United States, 
June 1932

• The Development of Health Insurance Plans, May 
1959

• Labor’s Interests in Medical Care Plans, February 
1960

• Changes in Negotiated Health Insurance Plans, 
November 1966

• Changes in Health and Insurance Plans for 
Salaried Employees, February 1970

• Age-Related Reductions in Life Insurance Benefits, 
February 1991

Workplace-Based Insurance:

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/march-1994-611089/development-growth-employer-provided-health-insurance-626794
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/october-1916-604835/brief-health-insurance-587718
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1920-608028/health-insurance-resolutions-american-public-health-association-596195
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/august-1926-608119/care-sick-german-salaried-employees-insurance-system-1913-1925-600900
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/june-1932-608217/amount-life-insurance-united-states-605226
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/may-1959-610415/development-health-insurance-plans-622096
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1960-610920/labors-interests-medical-care-plans-625467
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/november-1966-611001/changes-negotiated-health-insurance-plans-1962-66-625262
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1970-611204/changes-health-insurance-plans-salaried-employees-627632
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1991-611052/age-related-reductions-life-insurance-benefits-626414
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• Ability of Patients to Pay for Medical Care, 
December 1928

• Cost of Medical Care, September 1930
• Costs of Medical Care Among Different Types of 

Families, January 1931
• Cost of Medical Care Among Farm Families, 

February 1939
• Family Expenditures for Medical Care, Personal 

Care, and Miscellaneous Items, May 1940
• Medical Care in the Consumer Price Index, 1936-

1956, September 1957
• Medical Expenses and Choice of Plans : A Case 

Study, November 1961
• A Closer Look at Rising Medical Costs, November 

1968
• Comparing Medical Care Expenditures, March 

1987

Medical Costs and Expenditures:

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/december-1928-610896/ability-patients-pay-medical-care-619953
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/september-1930-608193/cost-medical-care-603355
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/january-1931-608198/costs-medical-care-among-different-types-families-603633
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/february-1939-608306/cost-medical-care-among-farm-families-613682
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/may-1940-608472/family-expenditures-medical-care-personal-care-miscellaneous-items-614994
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/september-1957-610394/medical-care-consumer-price-index-1936-56-622369
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/november-1961-610941/medical-expenses-choice-plans-623674
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/november-1968-611025/a-closer-look-rising-medical-costs-625492
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/march-1987-611482/comparing-medical-care-expenditures-631238
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• Necrosis of the Jaw Among Workers Applying 
Luminous Paint on Watch Dials, November 1925

• Effects of Use of Radioactive Substances on the 
Health of Workers, May 1926

• Death of Industrial Chemist from Radium 
Poisoning, December 1928

• Industrial Poisoning from Radioactive 
Substances, June 1929

• Recent Death from Radium Poisoning, January 
1930

Industrial Poisons and Diseases: 
Radium Poisoning

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/november-1925-608108
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/608115?start_page=26
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/610896?start_page=109
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/608150/toc/602669?start_page=28
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/6130/item/608184?start_page=59
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• Government Control of Food Supplies in 
European Countries, March 1917

• Food Control in France, July 1918
• Control of Sale and Distribution of Sugar in the 

District of Columbia, September 1918
• Food Control in the United States, August, 

September, October, and December 1918
• Food Conditions in Europe, March 1919

Food Control During Wartime:

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/march-1917-604841/government-control-food-supplies-european-countries-587892
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-1918-604860/food-control-france-588693
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/september-1918-604862/control-sale-distribution-sugar-district-columbia-588814
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/august-1918-604861/food-control-united-states-588752
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/september-1918-604862/food-control-united-states-588813
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/october-1918-604863/food-control-united-states-588886
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/december-1918-604865/food-control-united-states-589007
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/march-1919-604869/food-conditions-europe-591058
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Child Labor and Eugenics
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Monthly Labor Review 
Contributors
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Untitled [Post-Rome] red, 1964

Chapala Drawing 20, 1956

Monthly Labor Review, July 1947

https://charlespollockart.com/portfolios/chapala-drawing-20/
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The Monthly Labor Review
and its importance in libraries
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The Monthly Labor Review 
was also indexed in:

• Industrial Arts Index

• Agricultural Index

• Engineering Index

• Accountant's Index

• P.A.I.S. indexes

• Index to Business Magazines

• Index to Current Medical 
Literature

• More
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Quality 
and clarity 
of data
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CLEAR AND DESCRIPTIVE

• Table title

• Rows and column labels

• Numeric content
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Source: “Family Budgets in City of Bombay, India, 1932-33,” Monthly Labor Review, Feb 1936 issue
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Source: Senate Finance Committee (Aldrich Report), 1893

• Date of data collection?
• Family locations?
• Representative sample?
• Family size?
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Source: Monthly Labor Review, April 1929



NONCONFIDENTIAL // EXTERNAL

Using  the
Monthly Labor Review
on FRASER
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Questions?
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Thank You!

Contact Us:

Jona Whipple
jona.whipple@stls.frb.org

Marie Concannon
concannonm@missouri.edu

mailto:jona.whipple@stls.frb.org
mailto:concannonm@missouri.edu
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Related Content on 
FRASER

• Bulletin of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, 1895-1988

• Monthly Labor Review: Subject 
Index of Volumes, 1915-1990 (7 
issues)

• Monthly Labor Review: Statistical 
Supplement, 1960-1965 (7 issues)

• Monthly Labor Review Reader, 1975

• Annual Report of the Commissioner 
of Labor, 1886-1911

• Bulletin of the Women’s Bureau, 
1919-1983

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/series/bulletin-united-states-bureau-labor-statistics-1486
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/series/subject-index-volumes-6573
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6420?browse=1960s
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-reader-4943
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/annual-report-commissioner-labor-6306?browse=1880s
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/series/bulletin-women-s-bureau-243
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https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015036688540?urlappend=%3Bseq=55%3Bownerid=9007199254902189-57
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/first-hundred-years-bureau-labor-statistics-5181
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https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/june-2016-598348/monthly-labor-review-100-part-iii-574102
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-2016-598349/monthly-labor-review-100-part-iv-574107


NONCONFIDENTIAL // EXTERNAL

References

• Emily Lloyd Liddel. The Monthly Labor Review Gets a New 
Look, Monthly Labor Review, July 2013

• Janet L. Norwood. One Hundred Years of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Monthly Labor Review, July 1985

• David Card. Origins of the Unemployment Rate: The Lasting 
Legacy of Measurement Without Theory, 2011 Meetings of 
the American Economic Association, February 2011

• United States. Congress. Report of the Committee of the 
Senate Upon Relations Between Labor and Capital, 1885.

• United States. Congress. Congressional Record, 48th Cong., 1st

sess., Apr. 19, 1884

• United States. Congress. Department of Labor Appropriations 
Bill, 73rd Cong., 2nd sess., December 13, 1933

• United States. Congress. An Act to Create a Department of 
Labor, 62nd Cong., 1st Sess., March 4, 1913

• United States. Congress. An Act to Establish a Bureau of Labor, 
48th Cong., 1st Sess., June 27, 1884

• United States. Congress. An Act to Establish a Department of 
Labor, 50th Cong., 1st Sess., June 13, 1888

Images courtesy of the Library of Congress

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-2013-598313/monthly-labor-review-gets-a-new-look-573833
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/monthly-labor-review-6130/july-1985-611462/one-hundred-years-bureau-labor-statistics-630984
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/report-committee-senate-upon-relations-labor-capital-6576?browse=1880s
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/act-create-a-department-labor-6633
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/act-establish-a-bureau-labor-6061
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/title/act-establish-a-department-labor-6062

